the Muses can claim him as her best beloved and most
accomplished son, all ought to accord to him a preference
never deserved by any other of their innumerable family.
For such a lover and such a practitioner of almost every
form of literature, no literature possesses save English, and
English is very unlikely ever to possess again.'1
M. H. FG.
1 Collected Essays and Papers of George Saintsbury, I, 266, 267*